


"We did not at any time recommend that they not put wetlands or water bodies in their application," said
Gabrielle Frigon, the Supervising Environmental Analyst, for the Department of Environmental
Protection's Bureau of Materials Management and Compliance Assurance, Waste Engineering and
Enforcement Division Thursday. "My unit did not relay that advise to Ed Rodriguez or their attorney."

She said the permit has not yet passed through the first review, which makes sure sufficient information
has been provided. The entire permitting process could take from nine months to two years.

Other major complaints made by residents and town officials were in regard to the proposed increase in
volume from 450 tons a day to 2,000 tons a day and the changes in the types of materials the railroad
will be processing on the site. The proposal includes tires, contaminated soil, dredge material and fly
ash.

"We're asking them to look into it closely and investigate it," said Land Use Agency director George
Benson, about the town's letters sent to the state Department of Environmental Protection and Attorney
General Richard Blumenthal.

Ed Rodriguez, the executive vice president and general council for the Housatonic Railroad, said he
came to meet with public officials in town because the letter showed there are a lot of
misunderstandings and fears about "what we want to do and what we have the right to do," including on
the behalf of public officials.

He repeatedly said the railroad does not expect to move 2,000 tons a day or operate 24 hours a day, 7
days a week, it just wants to have the ability to do so.

"Do we ever expect to load 2,000 tons on a consistent basis? No," Rodriguez said. "It's not a real
number -- it doesn't really represent anything ... In hindsight we should have left (the maximum tonnage)
blank."

Rodgers asked if he would consider amending the application with a smaller maximum amount of
tonnage, saying the railroad was "requiring a giant leap of faith on people's parts.”

Rodriquez said he would look into it but the railroad included all that it might desire to do in this
application because the permit process is costly.

" would point out to you as you have heard from folks here (on the council) and folks there (in the
audience), there's probably a cost to an overbroad permit as well," Rodgers said.

Contact Melissa Bruen

at mbruen@newstimes.com
or (203) 731-3350.
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